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The Great Vigil of Easter is one of the oldest known rites of the Christian church, dating back to 
the second century. It brings worshippers, literally and symbolically, from darkness into light.  
 
The service is comprised of four parts: the kindling of the new fire and lighting of the Paschal 
Candle; the reading of lessons recounting the many ways in which God has saved and restored 
his people; receiving new Christians into the body of the Church through the sacrament of    
Baptism, or renewal of Baptismal vows; and reuniting the people of God with the Body of the 
risen Christ by celebrating the first Eucharist of Easter.  
 
After weeks of penitence, preparation, and reflection, more joyful elements return to the liturgy. 
The Exsultet, a chant almost as old as the Easter Vigil itself, invites us to rejoice in Christ’s      
triumph over death and redemption of the world; and the word alleluia (“Praise the Lord”) 
which has not been spoken during the past 40 days of Lent—is proclaimed enthusiastically, and 
will remain in acclamations, fractions, hymns, and dismissals throughout Eastertide. 
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THE SERVICE OF LIGHT 
THE LIGHTING & BLESSING OF THE NEW FIRE 

 
At evening the fire is kindled; after which the Celebrant may address the people in these or similar words   
 

Celebrant:  Dear friends in Christ: On this most holy night, in which our Lord Jesus passed over 

from death to life, the Church invites her members, dispersed throughout the world, 

to gather in vigil and prayer. For this is the Passover of the Lord, in which, by hearing 

his Word and celebrating his Sacraments, we share in his victory over death.  

 
THE COLLECT                                                                      
Celebrant:  Let us pray. 

O God, through your Son you have bestowed upon your people the brightness of 

your light: Sanctify this new fire, and grant that in this Paschal feast we may so burn 

with heavenly desires, that with pure minds we may attain to the festival of everlasting 

light; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

The Paschal Candle is then lighted from the newly kindled fire, and the Deacon (the Celebrant if there is no deacon) 
bearing the Candle, leads the procession to the chancel, pausing three times and singing or saying 

 
Lucernarium (The Light of Christ) 

  
 
THE EXSULTET J. Maxwell, Cantor 

Rejoice now, heavenly hosts and choirs of angels, and let your trumpets shout Salvation for the 

victory of our mighty King. 

Rejoice and sing now, all the round earth, bright with a glorious splendor, for darkness has been 

vanquished by our eternal King. 

Rejoice and be glad now, Mother Church, and let your holy courts, in radiant light,  

resound with the praises of your people. 

All you who stand near this marvelous and holy flame, pray with me to God the Almighty for the 

grace to sing the worthy praise of this great light; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and 

reigns with him, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen. 

               The Lord be with you.  

People:  And also with you.  

Cantor:  Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.  

People:   It is right to give him thanks and praise. 
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It is truly right and good, always and everywhere, with our whole heart and mind and voice, to praise 

you, the invisible, almighty, and eternal God, and your only-begotten Son, Jesus Christ our Lord; for 

he is the true Paschal Lamb, who at the feast of the Passover paid for us the debt of Adam’s sin, and 

by his blood delivered your faithful people.  
 

This is the night, when you brought our fathers, the children of Israel, out of bondage in Egypt, and 

led them through the Red Sea on dry land. 
 

This is the night, when all who believe in Christ are delivered from the gloom of sin, and are 

restored to grace and holiness of life. 
 

This is the night, when Christ broke the bonds of death and hell, and rose victorious from the grave. 

How wonderful and beyond our knowing, O God, is your  mercy and loving-kindness to us, that to 

redeem a slave, you gave a Son. 
 

How holy is this night, when wickedness is put to flight, and sin is washed away. It restores 

innocence to the fallen, and joy to those who mourn. It casts out pride and hatred, and brings peace 

and concord. 
 

How blessed is this night, when earth and heaven are joined and man is reconciled to God. 
 

Holy Father, accept our evening sacrifice, the offering of this candle in your honor. May it shine 

continually to drive away all darkness. May Christ, the Morning Star who knows no setting, find it 

ever burning--he who gives his light to all creation, and who lives and reigns for ever and ever. 

Amen. 
 

Celebrant:   

Let us hear the record of God’s saving deeds in history, how he saved his people in ages past; and let 

us pray that our God will bring each of us to the fullness of redemption. 

 

THE LITURGY OF THE WORD 
 

GENESIS 1: 1 — 2: 4A                Rhoda Venditto 

In the beginning when God created the heavens and the earth, the earth was a formless void and 

darkness covered the face of the deep, while a wind from God swept over the face of the waters. 

Then God said, “Let there be light”; and there was light. And God saw that the light was good; and 

God separated the light from the darkness. God called the light Day, and the darkness he called 

Night. And there was evening and there was morning, the first day. 
 

And God said, “Let there be a dome in the midst of the waters, and let it separate the waters from 

the waters.” So God made the dome and separated the waters that were under the dome from the 

waters that were above the dome. And it was so. God called the dome Sky. And there was evening 

and there was morning, the second day. 
 

And God said, “Let the waters under the sky be gathered together into one place, and let the dry 

land appear.” And it was so. God called the dry land Earth, and the waters that were gathered 

together he called Seas. And God saw that it was good. Then God said, “Let the earth put forth 
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vegetation: plants yielding seed, and fruit trees of every kind on earth that bear fruit with the seed 

in it.” And it was so. The earth brought forth vegetation: plants yielding seed of every kind, and 

trees of every kind bearing fruit with the seed in it. And God saw that it was good. And there was 

evening and there was morning, the third day. 
 

And God said, “Let there be lights in the dome of the sky to separate the day from the night; and 

let them be for signs and for seasons and for days and years, and let them be lights in the dome of 

the sky to give light upon the earth.” And it was so. God made the two great lights--the greater 

light to rule the day and the lesser light to rule the night--and the stars. God set them in the dome 

of the sky to give light upon the earth, to rule over the day and over the night, and to separate the 

light from the darkness. And God saw that it was good. And there was evening and there was 

morning, the fourth day. 
 

And God said, “Let the waters bring forth swarms of living creatures, and let birds fly above the 

earth across the dome of the sky.” So God created the great sea monsters and every living creature 

that moves, of every kind, with which the waters swarm, and every winged bird of every kind. And 

God saw that it was good. God blessed them, saying, “Be fruitful and multiply and fill the waters in 

the seas, and let birds multiply on the earth.” And there was evening and there was morning, the 

fifth day. 
 

And God said, “Let the earth bring forth living creatures of every kind: cattle and creeping things 

and wild animals of the earth of every kind.” And it was so. God made the wild animals of the 

earth of every kind, and the cattle of every kind, and everything that creeps upon the ground of 

every kind. And God saw that it was good. 
 

Then God said, “Let us make humankind in our image, according to our likeness; and let them 

have dominion over the fish of the sea, and over the birds of the air, and over the cattle, and over 

all the wild animals of the earth, and over every creeping thing that creeps upon the earth.” So 

God created humankind in his image, in the image of God he created them; male and female he 

created them. 
 

God blessed them, and God said to them, “Be fruitful and multiply, and fill the earth and subdue 

it; and have dominion over the fish of the sea and over the birds of the air and over every living 

thing that moves upon the earth.” God said, “See, I have given you every plant yielding seed that is 

upon the face of all the earth, and every tree with seed in its fruit; you shall have them for food. 

And to every beast of the earth, and to every bird of the air, and to everything that creeps on the 

earth, everything that has the breath of life, I have given every green plant for food.” And it was 

so. God saw everything that he had made, and indeed, it was very good. And there was evening 

and there was morning, the sixth day. 
 

 

Thus the heavens and the earth were finished, and all their multitude. And on the seventh day God 

finished the work that he had done, and he rested on the seventh day from all the work that he had 

done. So God blessed the seventh day and hallowed it, because on it God rested from all the work 

that he had done in creation. These are the generations of the heavens and the earth when they 

were created. 
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HYMN  Morning has broken        

 

COLLECT 

O God, who wonderfully created, and yet more wonderfully restored, the dignity of human nature: 

Grant that we may share the divine life of him who humbled himself to share our humanity, your 

Son Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen.  

 

GENESIS 22:1-18              Jeff Johnson 

After these things God tested Abraham. He said to him, “Abraham!” And he said, “Here I am.” 

He said, “Take your son, your only son Isaac, whom you love, and go to the land of Moriah, and 

offer him there as a burnt offering on one of the mountains that I shall show you.” So Abraham 

rose early in the morning, saddled his donkey, and took two of his young men with him, and his 

son Isaac; he cut the wood for the burnt offering, and set out and went to the place in the distance 

that God had shown him. On the third day Abraham looked up and saw the place far away. Then 

Abraham said to his young men, “Stay here with the donkey; the boy and I will go over there; we 

will worship, and then we will come back to you.” Abraham took the wood of the burnt offering 

and laid it on his son Isaac, and he himself carried the fire and the knife. So the two of them 

walked on together. Isaac said to his father Abraham, “Father!” And he said, “Here I am, my son.” 

He said, “The fire and the wood are here, but where is the lamb for a burnt offering?” Abraham 

said, “God himself will provide the lamb for a burnt offering, my son.” So the two of them walked 

on together. 
 

When they came to the place that God had shown him, Abraham built an altar there and laid the 

wood in order. He bound his son Isaac, and laid him on the altar, on top of the wood. Then 

Abraham reached out his hand and took the knife to kill his son. But the angel of the Lord called 

to him from heaven, and said, “Abraham, Abraham!” And he said, “Here I am.” He said, “Do not 

lay your hand on the boy or do anything to him; for now I know that you fear God, since you have 
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not withheld your son, your only son, from me.” And Abraham looked up and saw a ram, caught 

in a thicket by its horns. Abraham went and took the ram and offered it up as a burnt offering 

instead of his son. So Abraham called that place “The Lord will provide”; as it is said to this day, 

“On the mount of the Lord it shall be provided.” 
 

The angel of the Lord called to Abraham a second time from heaven, and said, “By myself I have 

sworn, says the Lord: Because you have done this, and have not withheld your son, your only son, 

I will indeed bless you, and I will make your offspring as numerous as the stars of heaven and as 

the sand that is on the seashore. And your offspring shall possess the gate of their enemies, and by 

your offspring shall all the nations of the earth gain blessing for themselves, because you have 

obeyed my voice.” 

 

CHOIR ANTHEM  Set me as a seal (Clausen)     

 

COLLECT 

God and Father of all believers, for the glory of your Name multiply, by the grace of the Paschal 

sacrament, the number of your children; that your Church may rejoice to see fulfilled your promise 

to our father Abraham; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.  
 

EXODUS 14: 10-31; 15: 20-21            Nancy Pates-Riches 

As Pharaoh drew near, the Israelites looked back, and there were the Egyptians advancing on 

them. In great fear the Israelites cried out to the LORD. They said to Moses, “Was it because there 

were no graves in Egypt that you have taken us away to die in the wilderness? What have you done 

to us, bringing us out of Egypt? Is this not the very thing we told you in Egypt, ‘Let us alone and 

let us serve the Egyptians’? For it would have been better for us to serve the Egyptians than to die 

in the wilderness.” But Moses said to the people, “Do not be afraid, stand firm, and see the 

deliverance that the LORD will accomplish for you today; for the Egyptians whom you see today 

you shall never see again. The LORD will fight for you, and you have only to keep still.” Then the 

LORD said to Moses, “Why do you cry out to me? Tell the Israelites to go forward. But you lift up 

your staff, and stretch out your hand over the sea and divide it, that the Israelites may go into the 

sea on dry ground. Then I will harden the hearts of the Egyptians so that they will go in after them; 

and so I will gain glory for myself over Pharaoh and all his army, his chariots, and his chariot 

drivers. And the Egyptians shall know that I am the LORD, when I have gained glory for myself 

over Pharaoh, his chariots, and his chariot drivers.” The angel of God who was going before the 

Israelite army moved and went behind them; and the pillar of cloud moved from in front of them 

and took its place behind them. It came between the army of Egypt and the army of Israel. And so 

the cloud was there with the darkness, and it lit up the night; one did not come near the other all 

night. Then Moses stretched out his hand over the sea. The LORD drove the sea back by a strong 

east wind all night, and turned the sea into dry land; and the waters were divided. The Israelites 

went into the sea on dry ground, the waters forming a wall for them on their right and on their left. 

The Egyptians pursued, and went into the sea after them, all of Pharaoh’s horses, chariots, and 

chariot drivers. At the morning watch the LORD in the pillar of fire and cloud looked down upon 

the Egyptian army, and threw the Egyptian army into panic. He clogged their chariot wheels so 
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that they turned with difficulty. The Egyptians said, “Let us flee from the Israelites, for the LORD 

is fighting for them against Egypt.” Then the LORD said to Moses, “Stretch out your hand over 

the sea, so that the water may come back upon the Egyptians, upon their chariots and chariot 

drivers.” So Moses stretched out his hand over the sea, and at dawn the sea returned to its normal 

depth. As the Egyptians fled before it, the LORD tossed the Egyptians into the sea. The waters 

returned and covered the chariots and the chariot drivers, the entire army of Pharaoh that had 

followed them into the sea; not one of them remained. But the Israelites walked on dry ground 

through the sea, the waters forming a wall for them on their right and on their left. Thus the 

LORD saved Israel that day from the Egyptians; and Israel saw the Egyptians dead on the 

seashore. Israel saw the great work that the LORD did against the Egyptians. So the people feared 

the LORD and believed in the LORD and in his servant Moses. Then the prophet Miriam, Aaron’s 

sister, took a tambourine in her hand; and all the women went out after her with tambourines and 

with dancing. And Miriam sang to them: “Sing to the LORD, for he has triumphed gloriously; 

horse and rider he has thrown into the sea.”  

 

CHOIR HYMN  God will make a way (Moen)           Steve Jensen, Adele Lee, Bill Lee 

 

COLLECT 

O God, whose wonderful deeds of old shine forth even to our own day, you once delivered by the 

power of your mighty arm your chosen people from slavery under Pharaoh, to be a sign for us of 

the salvation of all nations by the water of Baptism: Grant that all the peoples of the earth may be 

numbered among the offspring of Abraham, and rejoice in the inheritance of Israel; through Jesus 

Christ our Lord.  Amen.  

 

EZEKIEL 36: 24-28             Jeff Maxwell 

Say to the house of Israel, Thus says the Lord God: I will take you from the nations, and gather 

you from all the countries, and bring you into your own land. I will sprinkle clean water upon you, 

and you shall be clean from all your uncleannesses, and from all your idols I will cleanse you. A 

new heart I will give you, and a new spirit I will put within you; and I will remove from your body 

the heart of stone and give you a heart of flesh. I will put my spirit within you, and make you 

follow my statutes and be careful to observe my ordinances. Then you shall live in the land that I 

gave to your ancestors; and you shall be my people, and I will be your God. 

 

CHOIR ANTHEM  Beati quorum via (Stanford) 

 

COLLECT  

Almighty and everlasting God, who in the Paschal mystery established the new covenant of 

reconciliation: Grant that all who are reborn into the fellowship of Christ’s Body may show forth 

in their lives what they profess by their faith; through Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen.  



7 

ZEPHANIAH 3: 12-20                 Rhoda Venditto 

For I will leave in the midst of you a people humble and lowly. They shall seek refuge in the name 

of the Lord—the remnant of Israel; they shall do no wrong and utter no lies, nor shall a deceitful 

tongue be found in their mouths. Then they will pasture and lie down, and no one shall make them 

afraid. Sing aloud, O daughter Zion; shout, O Israel! Rejoice and exult with all your heart, 

O daughter Jerusalem! The Lord has taken away the judgements against you, he has turned away 

your enemies. The king of Israel, the Lord, is in your midst; you shall fear disaster no more. On 

that day it shall be said to Jerusalem: Do not fear, O Zion; do not let your hands grow weak. The 

Lord, your God, is in your midst, a warrior who gives victory; he will rejoice over you with 

gladness, he will renew you in his love; he will exult over you with loud singing as on a day of 

festival. I will remove disaster from you, so that you will not bear reproach for it. I will deal with all 

your oppressors at that time. And I will save the lame and gather the outcast, and I will change 

their shame into praise and renown in all the earth. At that time I will bring you home, at the time 

when I gather you; for I will make you renowned and praised among all the peoples of the earth, 

when I restore your fortunes before your eyes, says the Lord. 

 

CHOIR ANTHEM  Joy in the Morning (Sleeth)         

 

COLLECT  

O God of unchangeable power and eternal light: Look favorably on your whole Church, that 

wonderful and sacred mystery; by the effectual working of your providence, carry out in tranquility 

the plan of salvation; let the whole world see and know that things which were cast down are being 

raised up, and things which had grown old are being made new, and that all things are being 

brought to their perfection by him through whom all things were made, your Son Jesus Christ our 

Lord.  Amen.  

 
RENEWAL OF BAPTISMAL COVENANT 

 

Through the Paschal mystery, dear friends, we are buried with Christ by Baptism into his death, 

and raised with him to newness of life. I call upon you, therefore, now that our Lenten observance 

is ended, to renew the solemn promises and vows of Holy Baptism, by which you once renounced 

Satan and all his works, and promised to serve God faithfully in his holy Catholic Church. 
 

 Do you reaffirm your renunciation of evil and renew your commitment to Jesus 
Christ? 

People: I do. 
 

 Do you believe in God the Father?  

People: I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 
 

 Do you believe in Jesus Christ, the Son of God?  

People:    I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord.  

    He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit 
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      and born of the Virgin Mary. 

  He suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

      was crucified, died, and was buried. 

  He descended to the dead. 

  On the third day he rose again. 

  He ascended into heaven, 

    and is seated at the right hand of the Father.  

  He will come again to judge the living and the dead. 
 

 Do you believe in God the Holy Spirit?  

People: I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

  the holy catholic Church, 

  the communion of saints, 

  the forgiveness of sins, 

  the resurrection of the body, 

  and the life everlasting. 
 

 Will you continue in the apostles’ teaching and fellowship,  

 in the breaking of bread, and in the prayers?  

People: I will, with God’s help. 
 

 Will you persevere in resisting evil, and, whenever you fall into sin,  

 repent and return to the Lord? 

People: I will, with God’s help. 
 

 Will you proclaim by word and example the Good News of God in Christ? 

People:       I will, with God’s help. 
 

 Will you seek and serve Christ in all persons, loving your neighbor as yourself? 

People: I will, with God’s help. 
 

 Will you strive for justice and peace among all people,  

 and respect the dignity of every human being?  

People: I will, with God’s help. 
 
The Celebrant says 
May Almighty God, the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has given us a new birth by water and the 

Holy Spirit, and bestowed upon us the forgiveness of sins, keep us in eternal life by his grace, in Christ 

Jesus our Lord. Amen. 

 
 
THE EASTER ACCLAMATION 
 

                     Alleluia. Christ is Risen! 
People:  The Lord is Risen Indeed! Alleluia! 
 

 Lights come up, bells ring, and candles are set aflame. 
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OPENING EASTER HYMN                Jesus Christ Is Risen Today              H 207 

 
THE COLLECT OF THE DAY  
 

 The Lord be with you.  

People And also with you. 

 Let us pray.  

 

O God, who made this most holy night to shine with the glory of the Lord’s resurrection: Stir up 

in your Church that Spirit of adoption which is given to us in Baptism, that we, being renewed 

both in body and mind, may worship you in sincerity and truth; through Jesus Christ our Lord, 

who lives and reigns with you, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever.  Amen. 

 



10 

THE EPISTLE       A READING FROM PAUL’S LETTER TO THE ROMANS 6:3-11 

Do you not know that all of us who have been baptized into Christ Jesus were baptized into his 

death? Therefore we have been buried with him by baptism into death, so that, just as Christ was 

raised from the dead by the glory of the Father, so we too might walk in newness of life. For if we 

have been united with him in a death like his, we will certainly be united with him in a resurrection 

like his. We know that our old self was crucified with him so that the body of sin might be 

destroyed, and we might no longer be enslaved to sin. For whoever has died is freed from sin. But 

if we have died with Christ, we believe that we will also live with him. We know that Christ, being 

raised from the dead, will never die again; death no longer has dominion over him. The death he 

died, he died to sin, once for all; but the life he lives, he lives to God. So you also must consider 

yourselves dead to sin and alive to God in Christ Jesus. 

 
 The Word of the Lord.  
 Thanks be to God.  

 
 

THE PSALM 114 

 
THE GRADUAL HYMN       At break of  day              VF 50 

Hallelujah! When Israel came out of Egypt, * 
the house of Jacob from a people of strange 
speech,  
 

Judah became God's sanctuary * 
and Israel his dominion. 
 

The sea beheld it and fled; * 
Jordan turned and went back. 
 

The mountains skipped like rams, * 
and the little hills like young sheep. 

What ailed you, O sea, that you fled? * 
O Jordan, that you turned back? 
 

You mountains, that you skipped like rams? * 
you little hills like young sheep? 
 

Tremble, O earth, at the presence of the Lord, * 
at the presence of the God of Jacob, 
 

Who turned the hard rock into a pool of water * 
and flint-stone into a flowing spring. 
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THE GOSPEL             MATTHEW 29:1-10 
 The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Matthew. 
People Glory to you, Lord Christ. 
 

After the sabbath, as the first day of the week was dawning, Mary Magdalene and the other Mary 

went to see the tomb. And suddenly there was a great earthquake; for an angel of the Lord, 

descending from heaven, came and rolled back the stone and sat on it. His appearance was like 

lightning, and his clothing white as snow. For fear of him the guards shook and became like dead 

men. But the angel said to the women, “Do not be afraid; I know that you are looking for Jesus 

who was crucified. He is not here; for he has been raised, as he said. Come, see the place where he 

lay. Then go quickly and tell his disciples, ‘He has been raised from the dead, and indeed he is 

going ahead of you to Galilee; there you will see him.’ This is my message for you.” So they left the 

tomb quickly with fear and great joy, and ran to tell his disciples. Suddenly Jesus met them and 

said, “Greetings!” And they came to him, took hold of his feet, and worshiped him. Then Jesus 

said to them, “Do not be afraid; go and tell my brothers to go to Galilee; there they will see me.”  
 

 The Gospel of the Lord.  

People Praise to you, Lord Christ. 

 
THE SERMON   The Rev. S. Drew Foisie 

 
THE PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE  
Lector  Jesus Christ is risen today, Alleluia! So, let us pray to our Lord, saying Risen Christ, “to you 
we give our praise.”  
 

Heavenly king, for us you endured the cross and the grave. When we were yet sinners, you 

redeemed and saved us. May we sing your eternal praises everywhere we go.  

Risen Christ, to you we give our praise.  
 

Paschal victim, where your blood is poured, death’s dark angel sheathes its sword. Placing our 

hope in you, we pray for an end to violence, war and oppression.  

Risen Christ, to you we give our praise.  
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Author of Life, you are the ruler of creation. All things created on earth sing to your glory. From 

the death of the winter, raise the fair beauty of earth.   

Risen Christ, to you we give our praise.  
 

Resurrected One, bring our neighbors from sadness into joy. Where they live in darkness, brighten 

their lives with your splendor and give to all that peace that passes human knowing.  

Risen Christ, to you we give our praise.  
 

Jesus, the heath of the world, pour out your balm on our souls and the souls of all in pain or 

sorrow. Be the source of life for all people.  

Risen Christ, to you we give our praise. 
 

Living Christ, nothing in this world can sever us from your love. May we follow where you have 

gone before us: to rest and reign with  you in heaven. Bless and keep the dying and the dead. 

Risen Christ, to you we give our praise.  
 

Celebrant adds a concluding collect 

Almighty and eternal God, ruler of all things in heaven and earth: Mercifully accept the prayers of 

your people and strengthen us to do your will; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 
 

 

THE PEACE 
 

 The peace of the Lord be always with you. 
People:         And also with you. 
 
 

THE HOLY COMMUNION 
 

THE OFFERTORY  Gifts of bread, wine, treasure and song are offered to God in grateful praise. 
 
THE OFFERTORY ANTHEM     Christ is risen, He is risen indeed (K & K Getty)     St Aidan’s Choir 
 
DOXOLOGY   All are invited to stand at the singing of the doxology for the presentation of the people’s offering. 
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THE GREAT THANKSGIVING           Eucharistic Prayer A 
 

The Lord be with you.  

  And also with you. 

Lift up your hearts.  

  We lift them to the Lord.  

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.  

  It is right to give God thanks and praise. 

 

 

It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere to give thanks to you, Father 

Almighty, Creator of heaven and earth; but chiefly are we bound to praise you for the glorious 

resurrection of your Son Jesus Christ our Lord; for he is the true Paschal Lamb, who was 

sacrificed for us, and has taken away the sin of the world. By his death he has destroyed death, and 

by his rising to life again he has won for us everlasting life. Therefore we praise you, joining our 

voices with Angels and Archangels and with all the company of heaven, who for ever sing this 

hymn to proclaim the glory of your Name: 

 

Holy and gracious Father: In your infinite love you made us for yourself, and, when we had fallen 

into sin and become subject to evil and death, you, in your mercy, sent Jesus Christ, your only and 

eternal Son, to share our human nature, to live and die as one of us, to reconcile us to you, the 

God and Father of all. He stretched out his arms upon the cross, and offered himself, in obedience 

to your will, a perfect sacrifice for the whole world. 
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On the night he was handed over to suffering and death, our Lord Jesus Christ took bread; and 

when he had given thanks to you, he broke it, and gave it to his disciples, and said, “Take, eat: This 

is my Body, which is given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.”  

 

After supper he took the cup of wine; and when he had given thanks, he gave it to them, and said, 

“Drink this, all of you: This is my Blood of the new Covenant, which is shed for you and for many 

for the forgiveness of sins. Whenever you drink it, do this for the remembrance of me.” 

 

Therefore we proclaim the mystery of faith: 

We celebrate the memorial of our redemption, O Father, in this sacrifice of praise and 
thanksgiving. Recalling his death, resurrection, and ascension, we offer you these gifts. 
 

Sanctify them by your Holy Spirit to be for your people the Body and Blood of your Son, the holy 
food and drink of new and unending life in him. Sanctify us also that we may faithfully receive this 
holy Sacrament, and serve you in unity, constancy, and peace; and at the last day bring us with all 
your saints into the joy of your eternal kingdom. 
 

All this we ask through your Son Jesus Christ: By him, and with him, and in him, in the unity of 
the Holy Spirit all honor and glory is yours, Almighty Father, now and for ever. AMEN.  
 

And now, as our savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say, 
 
THE LORD’S PRAYER 
 
Our Father, who art in heaven, 

    hallowed be thy Name, 

    thy kingdom come, 

    thy will be done, 

        on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread. 

And forgive us our tresspasses, 

    as we forgive those 

        who trespass against us. 

And lead us not into temptation, 

    but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, 

    and the power, and the glory, 

    for ever and ever. Amen.  
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THE BREAKING OF THE BREAD 
The Celebrant breaks the consecrated Bread. A period of silence is kept. Then may be sung or said 
 

  Alleluia. Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us; 
People:  Therefore let us keep the feast. Alleluia. 
 
FRACTION ANTHEM  S154 

 
Facing the people, the Celebrant says the following Invitation 
 

 

The Gifts of God for the People of God.  
 
 
THE COMMUNION 
The ministers receive the Sacrament in both kinds, then immediately deliver it to the people 
 
 
All who desire a deeper walk with Christ are welcome at the altar for Holy Communion.  

• At this time the wine is being received by sipping or intinction (dipping the bread in the wine before eating it). 

  *Please be mindful to not let fingers touch the wine when intincting the bread. 

• If you wish to receive the bread only and not the wine cross arms over your chest as the chalice is presented to you. 

• If you need gluten-free bread, please inform the priest at the altar rail.  

• If  you do not wish to receive Communion but rather desire a blessing, cross arms over chest at the altar rail.  

• If you do not wish to receive Communion at this time you may choose to remain in your pew for prayer. 

• If you are not baptized but want to explore becoming baptized, please let someone, like an usher, know.  

 A priest will be delighted to work with you and talk with you about next steps.  
 
 

COMMUNION MUSIC                  He is risen (Englert)      St Aidan’s Choir 
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THE THANKSGIVING AFTER COMMUNION  
 

After Communion, the Celebrant says 
 

Let us pray. 
 
  Eternal God, heavenly Father, 

    you have graciously accepted us as living members 

    of your Son our Savior Jesus Christ, 

    and you have fed us with spiritual food  

    in the Sacrament of his Body and Blood. 

  Send us now into the world in peace, 

    and grant us strength and courage 

    to love and serve you 

    with gladness and singleness of heart; 

  through Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 
 
THE BLESSING 
 

The God of peace, who brought again from the dead our Lord Jesus Christ, the great Shepherd of 

the sheep, through the blood of the everlasting covenant, make you perfect in every good work to 

do his will, working in you that which is well-pleasing in his sight. Amen.  

 
And the blessing of God Almighty, the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, be upon you and 
remain with you for ever.  Amen. 
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PROCESSIONAL HYMN        Come, ye faithful, raise the strain                       H 199  



18 

ST. AIDAN’S EASTER FLOWERS  
IN HONOR & MEMORY OF 

  The McKeown Clan 

  Rev Floyd Todd and 

  Pauline Todd  

  John Hansen  

  Joyce Feris  

  Dee Matthews  

  Sarah Bingay Schultz  

  Janice Minear  

  Frank Jarrett and  

 Alice Jarrett  

  Nicholas Semkow and  

  Anna Semkow  

  Joan Master  

  Paula Palmer  

  Arnie Venditto  

  Patsy Nelson 

  Mary Vander Weken  

  Roger Boid  

  Thompson-Wasson Family  

  Gorman-Denton Family  

  Stanley Fear  

  Pat VanAlmkerk  

  Dick Philmlee  

  Loved ones of  Gloria Archambault  

  Mudd Family  

  Hinrichs Family  

  Ken Christianson  

  Larry Barker  

  Bruce Cleveland  

  Chuck Folker  

  Gracie Fields   

  Rathvon dearly departed  

  Dale Johnson and  

  Ginny Johnson  

 Lars Larsen and  

  Margaret Larsen  

 Brian Dunning  

 John Fitzpatrick 

 David Hastings 

 Guy B. Hosley 

 Rod Close and 

 Louise Close 

 Ed O’Donnell and 

 Helen O’Donnell and 

 Kris O’Donnell 

 Robert King and 

 Marilyn King 

 Ed Larsen and 

 Vada Larsen 

 Bill Baltisberger and 

 Barbara Baltisberger 

 John Vermilye and 

 Anne Vermilye 

 Jackie Putney 

 Gladys Finney and 

 Mike Finney 

 Karin Stringer  

 Angela Dunphy and   

 Harry Dunphy   

 Alice Schutte and   

 Herb Schutte   

 Mary Dunphy and   

 Paul Dunphy   

 Mary Schutte   
 


